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The plebs included the clients also, though the clients were by
no means the whole of the plebs. The ranks of the plebs con-
sisted from early times of those persons whom the Roman
nobles could not convert into clients of their own ; these
belonged to the ancient free inhabitants of the city and were
real Roman Quintes. We do not know whether many were
able to escape social and economic dependence, especially
during the period of Etruscan supremacy ; but there is no
ground at all for disputing the fact that even then there
were free plebeians at Rome. By degrees the number of these
free citizens, belonging neither to the nobility nor to the
class of clients, became larger ; and this increase was probably
due to three main causes. The commercial importance of
Rome attracted settlers from other parts of Italy, especially
Latium, just as the class of metoeci was created by a similar
development at Athens. Further, industry was stimulated
by the political growth of Rome. The government needed
skilled workmen for the manufacture of weapons, and there-
fore summoned good carpenters and blacksmiths to the city,
forming them into three guilds (collegia) and conferring various
privileges upon them. And lastly, as parts of Latium were
steadily annexed either by conquest or agreement, the local
aristocracy was either destroyed or admitted by the patricians
to their own body ; but the smallholders, clients of the local
aristocracy, often became free peasants after the annexation.
The plebs, composed of these elements, was uninfluenced by
the half-Etruscan culture* of the Roman nobles, and more
sensitive to the Greek influences that came from south Italy.
Such was the constitution of Rome after the expulsion of '
the kings, at the beginning of the fifth century. The efforts
of the ruling class were aimed, at retaining for Rome her
predominance over Latium. Her relations to her neighbours
were full of peril. The Etruscan cities looked with displeasure
on the growing commercial importance which had brought
about a treaty of agreement with Carthage. Nearer home her
prospects were brighter; for the Latins felt that, without
the co-operation of Roman power, it would be difficult for
them to meet either the constant pressure of the Volsci and
Aequi from the mountains or the standing danger of a new
Etruscan conquest. Hence, in view of their common interests,
it was natural that the alliance of all Latin communities
should be consolidated at this time ; and Rome again began,

